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Nobel laureate speaks of need to learn from others

Amartya applauds solar project

DEBR A MITRA

Calcutia: A pmject that uses
solar enetgy (o power ebectri
cal applinnces and improve
other aspecis of dally [ifeln a
rural pocket of Hoarah was
endorsed by Nobel lanreate
Adartyi Sen on Tuesday

“lam 8. [ dow’t know how
much more of this work will
| b able to sew. Bt | have an
equal right 1o applaud the be-
ginning of this initiative as
you o, ” Semn todd the sudience
ol a centire namead alter him in
Salt Lake

He was lalking about a

pilot project to deoen bralise

sobar energy, bed by Prathchi
Trusl, sl up whih Sen's Nobs]
Prime money

Around two dozen young
woimen and men in Howmah's
Domjur have been trained 1o
e ol enery b power fans
s Thghvts and bo ook food and
clean water

Some of the devioes made
by the irminees have been in
sialied at the Munshidanga
Purba Sardarpam ICDS Cen
tre, around 16km (rom the
Feart of Calcuita

The Howrah project was
stpported by e bocal sdmin
stration. “This was a pliot
project. Replication in other
Areas invilves resournces. We
have recelved qoeries from
soame placees abotit (e mode],
saddd a Pratichi Trest member

The trainees have put (o
gether everyday electrical
ppllances e Hghts, fans, a
Copenhagen sotar cooker and
awater filter. A couple of mool
top panes power (e devioes

Sen pradsed the project be
e stressang Uve moed Lo keep
I rming from olbers

=Same 1ilhl'|' coluntries
horve natural sources of petrol
and natural gas. India has a
i there Iiul the amount
of suniight we gel is abun-
ilant. Mot many countries g
it. What we have can be used
to good effect... There Is no
shame in arning from oth
ers, and then puiting what we
hurver learzeed to goaod use, and
going on b creatr new know |
odge.” Sen sald gt Amartya
Sen Rsenurch Centine

He cliad the example of
China which has made rapld

v T

|

Teanchers from the Deeni vt Muallisa College in Santragachhi, Howmb, with Amartya Sen st an event on Toesday. The
women's colbege was (he vene of o programme (o train soung people (0 muake solar-powered applianoes. “Our motio ks (o
turn the deprived into decision-makers,” sald Sk Hadder Al seoretary of the college, Paotore by Proadn Semal

progress i using selar power

“China became aware of
this challenge many years ago
That did ot hapeen in India
The progress of schemoe and
knowledge depends on the
bearning thal ene nathon de
rives (mm another. The histo-
ry of schence has always been
like this If vou think of muth
ematics.  there is a ot of nobse
arind Viedic mathematios. It
15 haurd 60 beshieree amything 1ok
that existed. Mavbe on 8 very
srriall sl

“The beginning of Indl-
an mathomatics was directly
inspired by what we Indians
wrrw learniing from work done
in Balw lom, Gresoe and Rome.
Aryabhata, Bhrahmagupia
and | subseguently, many oth-
ors bocame experts in math-
ematics. Then came o time
whn Inddian matbemat bos was
taughi in China and the Arab
world. This sientific dyna-

msm is much nesdexd. We hane
learnt the most {in terms of
sofar power) from China But
w hat is happeming in Japan, in
South Kored” We teed 0 ke
track and ook for possible oo
operation,” sakd Sen

The Chiness consul gen
eral in Calcutta, Zha Livou,
whio was in the sudience, sild
S0 had “many admirers™ in
l'h.m

The installations at the
ICDS centre were the culmi-
nation of regular training
sessa jons held at the Deenlyat
Muallima College in Howrnh's
Santragachhi

On Tuesday, al Amart
ya Sen Ressarch Centre, the
Nagship inatitute of Pratichl
Trust, the trainees and other
peecmpie who made this progcta
sphcevas Wi felieittel

“The purpose is o enable
loeal youth to prepare, operaie
and maintain low-oost, solar

devios in the Anganme mdi cen
tre=s amid health oentpes (n their
arva. The products assembilod
will be installed in public nstl
tatlons that are primarly ae
oessed Dy the underprivilepd
st bonis of society, Everythibng
is bevimg done keeping the piv
otal role of 1he community in
e, ™ saddd Sabir Ahamsed, e
seach conmlinator with Prad
bl Trust

Partha Sarathl Majumdar
a professar of physics at the
Inidinn Assaocing bon e the Cul
thvad by off Scbence, trained the
yorpt b for mont s Omn Toesday,
Majumdar sald the project
was “a fine example of yukta
sofhana (working together)™,
a theme that Sen has time and
again harped om, mest recent
Iv a couple of days ago at the
ST Vi

Yuksa sadhane of Hindas
and Muaslims has led to spec
iscular Indian schinvensnts

in music, architecture, sculp-
ture and several other areas,
Sen had sald

Linat Farvin, 19, was one
of the tratnees [elich ated on
Tuoesday. A wcond-year sty
dient of grography honours A
Arad Hind Fouz Smriti Ma
havidvalava in Domjur, How-
rab, Zinat sald the best part
of the trabning was the instal
Latlomn

“When something you
have created comes o lile in
front ol you, the joy cannol be
desribe in words, abe sadd

Fahijs Khatun, ancther
tradnes, §s using the lessons (o
ko & solar powened (an &t 8
primuary schoo | nesr hee Bome

Manlra Parveen, n teach
er atl the ICDS centre where
the appliances have been in
stalled, sald the sdditbonal
fans would make the “grue]
ling summer somew hat bear

ahle”




